Application No. 



Applicant(s) 



Notice of Allowability 



10/056,168 



LOHMANN ETAL. 



Examiner 



Art Unit 



Elena Tsoy 



1762 



— The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address— 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . [>3 This communication is responsive to October 14, 2003 . 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 4-1 2 . 

3. □ The drawings filed on are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. £3 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) M All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Dr. Jian Zhou on October 20, 2003. 

Claims 1-3, 15-17 have been cancelled. 

Claim 5, line 1, "A process according to claim 1" has been changed to - A process 
according to claim 4 

Claim 5, "-C(O) X' -(Alk)-X 2 ~A 2 NH (6e)," has been deleted. 

Claim Objections 

2. Objection to claims 4, 7, 8 under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper form has been 
withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Rejection to claims 12, 13 under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention has been withdrawn. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 4-12 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Claims 4 and 8 are 
allowed because the prior art of the record does not teach or suggest a process for coating a 
material surface comprising applying to the surface a comb-type polymer of formula (1) having 
side chains carrying a triggerable precursor for carbene or nitrene. Closest prior art of Reich et al 
disclose a method for modifying a material surface with a polymer comprising a triggerable 
precursor of nitrene or other highly reactive group, but fails to teach that the polymer is a comb- 
type polymer of formula (1). 

Claims 5-7, 9-12 are allowed as further limiting allowed claims 4 and 8. 

6. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Elena Tsoy whose telephone number is (703) 605-1 171 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mo-Thur. 9:00-7:30, Mo-Thu. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Shrive Beck can be reached on (703) 308-2333. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9306 for all 
communications. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0661. 




Elena Tsoy 
Examiner 
Art Unit 1762 

October 20, 2003 
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